
  1 Lichina confinis, 5mm high Bleached red alga, often Hypnea 10   4 Chthamalus antennatus, 12mm  13 Zostera muelleri in sand   7 Xenostrobus pulex, 10mm  
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& hollow balls of Rivularia polyotis

algal turf

Marine life on 
flat, limey rock 

platforms of 
central South 

Australian 
coasts 
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Brown fucoid algae, Cystophora & 
Sargassum; blades of Ecklonia, 0.2-
2m long, in shallow water 
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flat limey platform 

27 

sandy sea floor 
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  5 Bembicium nanum, 10mm

 6a Austrocochlea 
nstricta, 20mmco

 9a Patelloidea 15mm 

Siphonaria sp. 10mm  6b 

Turbo undulatus
40mm

 9b 

  8 Galeolaria caespitosa, 20mm

Sargassum
decipiens,

200mm
Coral, Plesiastrea 
versipora, 100mm 

Heliocidaris  
erythrogramma, 
80mm 

Allostichaster polyplax, 25mm
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Carcinus maenas, 
70mm - introduced 
species!
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Ophionereis schayeri, 120mm
 19 

Neptune’s necklace, Hormosira banksii 11 

Ozius truncatus, 70mm 
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 12 

mid tide-mark cliff or 
boulders 
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 17 

  7 

 14  13  11 
low tide-mark 

  9 
  8 

large boulders & sea stacks 
undercut ledges & caves 

 18 sand-filled mall 
boulders 

pools & s

 10 
 12 

high tide-mark 
  4 

  3 

  2 
  1 

Tape grass, Posidonia, in sand, 0.4m, 
with strap-like leaves  

Cave dwellers: sponges, bryozoans, territorial fish 
(shown is the Magpie perch, 0.3m long, that grazes 
algal turf in the open) 

Kelp, Ecklonia
forest with Ol

,
d

Wives (left) and a
Moonlighter fish

(centre) at the
reef edge
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  2 Nodilittorina unifasciata, 8mm

Chamaesipho tasmanica, 5mm   3 

Sea nymph,
Amphibolis

0.5m, in sand Corkweed,S
caberia, 1m
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