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.ABOVE Blue Groper taken by-:spearfrsher-'
meén iR South Aush—ahan waters . .
llke”<shoefing elgphan : '
shows cl‘-eus f‘of The ;speqﬁ‘ishmg coh%ests

@MINLATGN 8 :

Decerynbev 18TH

ing grovwp

Y .
anid - disappearing . gen.ﬂllgwe};e $1,500
giant of bhe sea-—the blue Lof - bhi

Broper.
Tt - stet

held 4t
spearfishermen
‘sevieral Sthbes,

An estimated 150 Spear-'

fishermen e expécted to
take pa‘t’t in speclafl ‘con-

tests  at  selected ‘points
aiound - . solithera ~-Yorke
_ Pe’ﬁ-_insula. and *dffshore
Jdskatids,

. . ‘Tourism, Recleatlon' and
. Bpert . Mimstm M‘r' Gasey.

s from E: skm—{ i
aivirig ‘donvéntbion to . be ing “eontests
Mintattn with | coas
from vto Troubndge Point.

CEibn,
jto; 3h5WE

Y8 heve the groper -giver
|pratection

shitter spill
[d?ﬂwn -the Heaik,

T

tfel‘.a ment

ll—day om'énfzi oh,

Minlaton willve t;‘he=base

foe spé&rﬂ sh

piiloinyl Aoupe Ehzab&t.h

the ‘!Bt!uba. Divers' Adsocia- |

ageit  sof Jthese
‘Hitey ‘dec]ared as rh'u‘me
‘Yesbrves, .. .
He as.,omatxon has ‘nléor
h‘een seekang for itivo ‘yeui

Ninder

o VI |

Fishierids Beg,
b -eonsiders

subs!dy i fspeakffbhmg a,

Aftariiteretiofits

Jhwanted fish-after spearmg ‘cortest
they will ot be WGsfed

Jolsy t.he program a!;

lmnlatbn ‘Bh Jmecemher 27

: has
AWerds 'ecits

asf fwo years

'OF 84 has been trying

6E the ‘CUAL

St ffdar ‘présaure frgm
ithe Hiiterstate ‘divirs -sall)
flend ‘tospeating’ ’df ﬁhefhlue

g M@bﬂba!‘h.rs feaared in Yarke Penmsula
aters over Christmas uhd new year. R

Soufh Austra.l[an div-
sees it 43 a
majer ‘threat to the tave|?® 2 pin, - N

wuumynesmxt [

o '-obsemte mlncrle with
el .bhotogmph flsh
PHrough «ﬁfiiliations the
‘Spa- clalmg 300 membefs
ih this ‘Sthte.. e

The .Mirilatoh . convehi-
‘tion hés . ‘beeh :orgatsed By
fhe Councit of Underwater
Activities .of SA. .

Spearﬁ.,hmg “has +Jong

‘heenr a hot ussue betivaen
she two’ gmups oo
-CHiittian of ‘the Scuba

Divéis' -Assotiition, &y & 14
Déane, Eaid .yésmrdaymm
mam ?concem was’ riot

thdt

TJe vrgahiged orendoiraged
by ‘the ‘South - Australians |

Eroher;" iHe $aid,

- @hiee! sland smd ‘is wry
Fare in “Victona, i80  this
gives Ht added appeal for

e

Weehov . 5Een told

e

- 1divers ffrom those ‘States,
We Wi adk ‘the ‘CDA
for‘rh.slist f ‘Lhe ifish o Ye.
taken lin ‘the 'spearfishing
contests, ‘but, Iahxs ‘has - 0ot
‘come. Lo

Al Ta -result ‘we dc: hot
"knoWw 'if ‘the .graper ‘is cn
it orinbk,; Even 'if it-4s. not,
If the intérstate .pedple del
.eide ‘to “shedr sgroger, “tie
SA %ommlt.tee can- do Py e
‘dbolit lzt

i B.re utter]y frus‘-
trated fover “the ‘blocking '
etho&s used ‘to pfé\a’ent
s ﬁaking “headway
prot.edtioh wof +the . groper

arid Hetdlivation :6f s¥idrine
résfrves Mo ‘pratest dt leass
somie sof -olr 'eoasélines fr-
17:) 777 N
e e d:s‘dppmnted
ovey {He@Foverntned Fs ek
ol wdtion, oy, tn sifording

prdbecwsh i0r *the fEoper’




;tme Page 4

rwrote on this: siibjeet In

Nand pr&tectmn of i’ﬁe

‘| Oceanographic

18, A, Shepherd, of the
_Group of the B4 Misewm.

zine of the CUA.

-dog.
“Hand feedmgu‘is qmte day.

1100 BJ blue proper so. clos

[Just 11 years(a"c I

thiz, Sundey Mafl WHen it
whs &on'sudered urgent A
spkeidl reportivent 15 the
Fishieries. Miilster press-
ing  for, marilig ' reserves

groper .

" Bigratories to thite ie-
port were from the SA
Museum, = Adelaide’ #nd
Flinders Univefsities, Sa
. Resedreh
Institufe, Ifor. 'l‘hornas, R.
C, Spugg, C. Fieemin and

Underwatﬂ Research

“They gle 'blg :md cafl put

_ But Mr, Deane shid JES-
terday: "Un[mtunalely it
is the size thal seems to
attract ., the pecple  who
spear the ETGDEL. .

“¥For, 2 cpemﬁshexman
s the

shooting ", an elephant

stiuzgle,

4

"\Iamly it & ms bo- be
¢ i;mg - Thé
tiver can £o Back home in
New South
other States and say,. S ve
speared. an, EO!I} provei;

“If solinds. good but ‘it

Al that' has happened in | ;o certainly fiot, sport.”

the interim :is the. rapid
Gisappearance from local
waters of ihe gloper]

Igo Oak,. spol:esm.m for
the Underwatm Fhoto-
graphic Society of.. SA is

_The big fish, is; summed a lohg-timé champion of

u}g in & letter to-the lagest
iséue of Dive Bouth, maga--

thé groper.

- “Over - the , Chilstma¥
period - and puqsxbly all

“In .virgin territory. they SuInmer, rer.nalmng spéci-

| appedr to have no feay o | mens will bé hunted down

Qivers, often giving you & by local and . inferstate

‘friendly. hwdge -when you spearfishermen,” he said

are #hot. aware, of them: yesterday

Very mqu:sltwe,‘ they

“Even ~ a.rcund the

follow you 10}’“‘1 tike 2| Althorpe: Tsiands. _VELY: few

adult ﬁsh can be een‘t‘o—
né.of our members

-and’ there. 8 nothing |y jush thige on @ yecent

Iikb sw:mmmg alnng wmn

that” hzs “Bifgar
dgainst you. ... -
T “Hbw gou]d _vm‘l spéa_rA
something -that: is -arcund

brushlng:

ago there we‘g

coasthne they have . bee,n

equivalent . of

ales or- the-

irip where only : fem\ CATS | ..

Groper slaughter feared

100 . .years olti : Hind §sb‘
'uustmg’-"’, . :

VJrLu'\]ly Iu]ied‘rout for
kicks .or what tome ecall
spurt.” .

‘A Tojrism, Hecrmtwn
and  Sport Depaxtment
spokesman  said yeetem.x;
the $1,500 grantg, }ms 10 off-
set. costs G ngamsafmn

and administratiorn "f the

skindiving. conventmn

It had Been granted to. .
, other s‘portmg bkodies con-
,ductmg ‘neticnal events or

champ1cnshlp-=

Cenvener of the skindw-
ing prggram Mr. W. Kelly,
caid yeslerday the groper .
was not cn the epe‘arf;‘fh;ng
list, prcv;decl by the CUA!

"Spearhshmg will be only
20 pér cent.  of what will
be going on,” he sald. “We
will  .have photugrap ¥
swxn:m::;g carnival, scubg,
cetopuch. | (underwmer
heekey) nd a whole lot c-f
otherevents
- “We€ have _been workmg

‘for. two years on this con=

vention . and .the cosis in-
velved .are between $45,600
and $50,060, ..

“aire are expeptmg 5&0 to-
ECD d1ver< ;n}hss and
fr1end= It et Téally big
prcgram and #¥<has sup-
purt cn; the highest levels.”

Mr. Ke]Iy gaid.the blue

BYOFET weas not cn the hst.

of ,conlest fish. .
tan gay we shali do
Ahing. within our power.

E
7 [ £ Brevent the shooling of

EI‘O]’S‘.EI‘

SGNDAY MAIL; Becember 18, 1977—141
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”
Aduevtiser

Goodwn" %owards

Sir — With the influx
of interstate competition
spearfishermen to Yorke

", Peninsula over . the

Christmes-New Year
ariod, SA's  divers will

. be 1ecew1nz & rather W
Y :With  bans

deal.

While the sharing of'

our marine gnviro:}menr.

2 e a6 e

)|

Decoroey 22 977

with - other Australian
divers shoutd be encour-
aged. the tnterstate mi-
nority which comes here
to hunt ocur dwindling

.stocks of blue gnoper is

noi welcome

on  blue
groper applving in the
eastern States, these

men — and fish’

spearmen see the SA gro- ..

per as an easy target.
Thelr egos ave satisfled
by spearing a large slow
fish, at our expense.

- The - Althorpe Islands
have been a popular tar-

get for Interstate spear-.

men over recent vears.
Up to a dozen groper
were taken In a day by
~one group of divers,

Blue groper ate how &
vomparatively rave f{fish
around these islands.

The organisers of the
skindiving convention
must <o everything poss-
ible .to ensure that the
gropers ave not hunted
down ruthlessly by these
interstate teains.

. BA spearfishermen un-
fortunately ' are often
blamed for the actions of
interstate divers. Our
; divers have shown a res-

pohsible atiitide towards .

. preserving “the sport hy

" ¢ showilng some restraint

in the numbers and sizes
of g‘l‘Op“lS and other fish
taken.

GALEX WYSCH‘\}’JA
Bukenhead .

Sh‘ ~=T'm not against
spearlng fish for dhmier
but ‘spearfishing compe-~

out with fox hunting and
big gama hunting in Af-
rica. Even duck shnong

titions-should have gone

i !s stringently con..mlied.‘

so there Is no danger to

the specizs.

With the underwater
environment fthere are
no such protections, as a
resulf, our mighty blue
groper is rarely seen In

. the gulf waters.

. Are they going the way
of the whale? I dont
know, I've never been
lucky enough to see a
groper — yet men go oui
anet spear them J'l.l::t fu"
Kicks. - .

How many dlvezs. in
their first few’ dives,
would have leved to
thrill to the sight of a
big 80 - kilogram  biue
.gropetr at'our own local
-Port  Noarlunga reef?

S0 I come Lo my plea,

There is & beautiful
and well-dived area on
the heet of Yorke Penin-
sula, avout 20 kilometres
south  of - Edjthburgh,
called Troubridge Hiil

- There are negotiations

They used to be there. .

But, by the time the Port

" s Womriunga area was de-

clared & marine zanc-
tuary, all the fish were
long since gone. It has
taken 12 years zince the
ban was placed for somz
of the- fish to regurn.
Old- hme divers wilil tell
you, “It will never be the
sarme.”

The same story goes
for Aldinga reef, though
we have seen the baby
green groper there again

- recently, and our hopes

rise that "in. some 2v
years' they'll mature ana
turn that lovely biue,

- Loek at our metropeil-
tan. beaches, right
through.’ to Halletts Cove

- barren, empty s a

graveyard, You can dive
for - Lllometers and net
see a Tish.x

- Must we aI\vays gs.‘n :

our protected dive areas
after the Xillers have

finished with ‘them and
" seriously depieted the

Issh life‘?

with the Government in
prograss to get this place
declared a sanctuary.

It is gn the ist of the
Australian | Skindiving
Coenvention — for

. spearfishing competitiona
— this  Christmas, dnd

150 spearmen are com-

peting.

How can the reefs sup-
vive such an onslaught?

. Spearmen say that lne
fishermen itake more {ish
then they, But what are
a few hundred in-a pe-
lagic school of thousanda

of [fish? * And cormpare

Shat with 130 spesrs “1n
an area where there may

be no more than. 300 dﬂ- -

fenceless reef fish.,

Piease spa.re ‘A thought .

for these friendly fish, I

pray it may not be too

jate, Chrlstmas should e
& time for gogdwill lo-
wards men - and flan

(Mrs,) J. OAR,
Pasadena.
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’.. [‘ -
'g*'ﬂ«m-l B unh TN t\'}uu'e dmy
belng’ drawn’ up' f‘ l'w gropér (Has téaused! con-~
,ﬂ.shlng industry, -~ o 1 siderable. controver y 'in
“We are in.the midst of ;ecent weeks % ~ )
revie&r‘ %frr?"er{rk%?:;%d Many rllvers ‘have ex. do0 everything ‘possibleﬂtb B “Thefh” 2
. +nressed.copeern that; large en:ur;: tiied s;opers W:lzﬂ .gadd, o oen .
Srngh 20 e oper no unte ownn ruth~ .. -
o thamherx e £ eSia B hear CEmElon. 4 :;?ITE%&;E els ;rfm" lessly Dy teams: from &Ml;tﬁirkfi*‘uﬁgag W}'”
- ..o& e isW) » c,gn,,g_q;g;.: et Spegrfighing ier st tesL epartment ¥ an ams

H the ‘Department .of Agri~ ed but. had tno!s yeiiiis gon?'"%‘;hampions ‘ps ofmeurke v _er s p ‘rrarice

1f| cultiire and Fishérles (Mr}. ‘to the  Minister of Fishers “Penifiaills, 114 BAERIY. e o st VB e e bRats blue: -
"HTrREKirk o S o e ohatiman ot i T 8ETee L grope
TR S KE ;gawrcb “satd e CIVIr Vchatterﬁu‘n;., S er: t0: “Tie Ad- . Seuba “Divers - Assoclatior "Would: not- be. a.“competi-
I ) ' ‘of SA (Mr:.C. Deane)- sajd tion TSR Fued tudnme g

.Spea.rﬂshermen ma.y e
ba.nned from 1 taking que mation

-.
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Groping fdr sul:'vivecai in the shallows

IR — The Depactiment
of Fisheries and
Agriculture wanis ideas

on how to save the blue

groper.
Perhaps the shocetine

areas aroead the south-

ern tip of Llhe Yorke

shore could be closed to
the taking of the reet
fish.

. Many of the offshore
islands off this State's

“coastling ‘have.. profific
populations of *“blues,” .

Peninsula for up te two -
kilometres

- fram  -the

.l:‘
E
g

The protection has
been sought following

groper is in danger of
becoming extinct.

A Departmenf. of Agri-
culture
spokesman  said today
e groper had
H fal]en prey to spearfish-

(IllllHlllllllllllIINIII|I|IHI|IIIIIllIlllllI“llIltlIHllIllllIIIIIlIIIIIIIlllI‘lll|1l|IlllllllIIIIIIlllIllllllllIlllllI‘III!Il““IIU”H‘IlI“

=
=3
L]
[=2
=9
=
o

“The groper is a reef
fish,” he explained. “We
want ideas on how it can
be seved.”

reas accessible to spear-
fishermen  there is a
very redl danger of the
fish being wiped out.

Bright blue

“This 1s liccause the
projper has no migratory
luhits,

“Beeause 6 is very
passive, 1t Is easy for
divers to get close Lo it,
which miakes 14 easy
prey,

FLLSRLIN RIS ERBEILY ASLALITEARLELGE 1| ELINETRI

ehl isn't as bad.
“It's nainly the
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Blue groper fish may become totally
protected in SA woeters.

reports that the biue.

and Fisheries-

“In certain m-—shore

‘Ing.

“0if shore, the prob-

S e g s oo i gk s s s

spearfishermen causing
the most concein.

“Anglers and jetty
fishermen aren't catch-
ing the fish.”

The blue groper Is a
bright blue, short-bodied
fish,

It can grow up fo
more than a metre in_
length and welgh as:
much as 90 ke.

All recommendations
will be pul to the Aus-
tralian Fishing Indus-
try Council and SA Re-
creational Fishermen's
Advisory Council.

The AFIC represents
the commercial fishing i
industry. and the £
SARFAC is made up of ¥
members of angling
clubs and all those In-
terested In amateur fish-
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The councils will be
given the recomiticnda~ S
tions and it will b up 2
to thetn to detlde
whether or not to push
for legislation to make
the fish a totaily pro-
tected species.
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and, as mentioned by
the fisheries spokesmaa,

““sfishore the . problem

isu’t as bad.”

The- reason Is that
much deeper waler sur-
rounds the islands and
the diver must be in top
physical condition {c be.
able to spear a big biue
groper in 60 feel of
water. : ’

I have been diviog
almost every day around

" the BA coast for ihe

past lwo years and I
have found the Blua
groper to be a common
fish with a 30 kg sgem-

men not unusual L.
CONCERNED DIVER,
Dover Gardeas.
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Ina’ “Godgathef

tyle .

call on his Pasadeéns’ home.

on Friday nlght .S0meone
hung- the severed "head of
a 30-40. Ib blue groper over

you.ng daughters
For six years, ]

has been fighting, through

the’: Australian s Marine

DEATHER
- . i‘z;'i H el 6]
i ;

Somebody doesn't; like

what I'm dolng and- wants _

to  annoy. me,” "he sa!d
“I've no doubt it wag &
spearﬁsherman who did

"Was' so rare in gulf waters

|that he knew- spearfisher-

men who had been diving

for 10 years without seeing-

Sclences.: Association “fory: i

governmeent - legislation to
have the blue groper de-
clared a protected species,

‘don’t"want any restrictions ;

ﬁsherman s net

"i:ruel
r from

He said- the head might
have been obtained from a-
groper that” had: been:,
accidentally caughl: 1n s.

Wlth hlS grls‘ly"tt%i
" find, Fes ;

at’ all. an@" are misleading "

people by saying that the-

blue groper is common all

| along the SA, coastline.
“There are numbers - of

them off the West Cosat,

but they are rare i)
waters,” he said.:.

Gulf

Mr, 'Oak’ said he_“was

opposed. to the SA Govem~
ment's-intention to impose
a total ban on, biue groper
fishing . (see Da.vid Capel's
fishing" colutu, Page 106).

“This: " would  be: in-

realistic” and would  upset
the. ﬂshermen. We Wanted

Mr oak sa.!d he had“fi’)
been affected by the seras

7;‘.
[less groper ehiad incident,¥

"SUNDAY MATL"




WRISHING INDUSTRY NEWS "SERVICE®

(Western Australia)

GROPER FISHI
"FOR ABALON

Additional conditions have been
imposed on the licenses of profes-

sional abaione fishermen operating .-

in Zone 1 and Zone 2 of the abalone
Limited Entry Fishery.

The new conditions, placing re-

. strictions on the taking of blue
=l

- _ groper, are as follows: : .
The license holder: '

{a} shall not take blire groper -by
means of a spear or any other
pointed instrument and shall
not have in his possessicn any
blue groper taken by speat or
other pointed instrument.

(b) shall hold, transport and offer

for sale any blue groper taken' .
by line or net in a whole or

whole gutted condition only.

Because the blue groper is an
inquisitive fish it is pasticularly vui-

‘nerable to capture by spearfisher-

men. As a conservation measure,
ban on the taking of blue groper by

spearguns was imposed in 1973.

This ban was lifted in 1978 and
replaced by a bag limit of one blue

groper per day for amateur fisher-
men. No bag limit was imposed on'

the catches of professional fishermen

and concern was expressed at the

Vol 13 No 1
Page 3

Autumn 1980

NG RESTRICTION
E FISHERMEN

: pdssibility of a depletion of blue

groper stocks if abalone fishermen
were permitted to spear blue groper
without restriction.  Accordingly,

“ the above conditions have been im-

posed.

It will be noted that profeséionai

. abalone fishermen are not prevented

from taking blue groper by mzans
other than spears etc., however,

condition (b) above specifics that

abalone fishermen may noi process
bhie groper in any manner which
would remove evidence of illegal
capture by spears. :

"AUSTRALIAN FISHERTES" May 1980 Page 18°

NSW bans all

groper. In 1969 fears that the
survival of the species was

-groper saies

THE sale of blue, red and brown
groper has been banned jn New
South Wales, the then Minister
in charge of Fisheries, Mr Lin
Gordon, announced recently.

State Fisheries prepared the
new regulation following
discussions with the NSW
Armateur Fishermen’s Advisory
Council, he said.

For some years fisheries
authorities had been concerned
at the depletion of stocks.of ..~

threatened led to application of a
total ban on_spearfishermen
from taking groper and a limit
of two a day on anglers, Mr
Gordon said.

At that time no restriction was
placed on the number of groper
a licensed commercial fisherman

" could take for sale.

Mt Gordon said introduction
of a ban on sale of all species of
groper was now considered
_cssential to adequately protect

" ‘stocks of these fish



